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Introduction

Volume 23 of Oral History Forum brings readers a variety
of articles from across Canada, the north, the centre, the east and
the west. The authors have focused on politicians, teachers, natives,
and immigrants, drawing information from long ago and from the
contemporary world of oral history research. Taken as a whole,
their work bespeaks vigorous ongoing activity among Canada’s
oral historians.

Peter Geller’s active commitment to the use of oral history
and oral tradition in his northern Manitoba post-secondary work
has led to meaningful interaction on many levels. It has also given
rise to a promising undertaking, Honekwe, described in its initial
stages in this volume. “Many Stories, Many Voices” depicts an
important arena of activity for a southern audience.

“The Future of the Past” is a title that holds several layers
of meaning. For more than a quarter of a century, the Multicultural
History Society of Ontario has carried out its mandate to record and
preserve the history of the many groups of Canadian immigrants.
Fearing the loss of those experiences and working toward effective
preservation, storage and dissemination methods, the MHSO
accumulated a giant treasure trove of oral history tapes and
accompanying materials. Hilary Chance and Lillian Petroff depict
its work over the years and its current exciting plans to create an
Oral History Museum.

Angus Maclean served as Premier of Prince Edward
Island during a brief but pivotal period starting in 1979 and then
quietly slipped from view. Ryan O’Connor’s thorough study of
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MacLean’s ascent to power, his policies, and his colleagues is
based on extensive interviews with many who knew MacLean
well. MacLean’s colleagues and friends offer tape recorded
insights, placed in context by O’Connor’s painstaking research in
newspapers, speech texts and secondary sources. This is a useful
study for PE.I. and modern Canadian political history.

Kristina Llewellyn offers a considered analysis of two
feminist approaches and comes to the conclusion that both
perspectives have something to offer to oral historians. In the many
studies based on interviews with teachers, there is evidence that
both the narrator and the interviewer bring a viewpoint. What is
actually said, what is “really” meant, and what can explain both?
Interpretations spring from theories or assumptions, or both.
Llewellyn asks that we take the insights from various theoretical
camps in order to develop maximum understanding of women’s
complex experiences in education.

As Aniko Varpalotai outlines her uses of oral history in a
~rural setting, readers see that she was educating future teachers as
well as herself, and cross-pollinating the many groups whose
expertise sometimes escapes city dwellers. From the farm tours to
the exchange of ideas and solutions, “Education in Rural
Communities™ is based on the interviews and information sessions
she has come to value highly.



COHA Chair’s Remarks

It is with real gratitude that we say farewell to the previous
Forum Editor, Ronald Labelle. For a decade, Ronald has steered
the journal from his University of Moncton Centre for Acadian
Studies. His scholarship and his concern for the work of oral
historians in Canada have resulted in many important and
fascinating issues over these years. Ronald had a small but skilled
team of publishing assistants as well as support from the University
of Moncton, and we are grateful to all of them for all of their work.

One of the abilities that we will miss most is their
bilingualism. As we move to new Editors, we lose that fluency m
French. Contributions in French as well as English are still most
welcome, however, and will be considered on their merits by our
Editonial Board.

The Canadian Oral History Association was represented at
the annual meeting of the American Oral History Association in
Bethesda, Md. in October, 2003, by a small but lively group. An
Ontario panel, with discussant, presented the results of several oral
history projects focused on community institutions, and Peter
Geller, a contributor to this issue of Forum, presented material
derived from his work with oral history as a tool for post secondary
education in Canada’s north.

Do visit the COHA website at www.ncfn.carleton.ca/oral-
history. There you will find helpful information concerning oral
history projects, an invitation to correspond, publications of
interest, a listing of COHA leadership, and notices of upcoming
oral history events. In addition, all are invited to support Canadian




Oral History Forum / Forum d’histoire orale

oral history work by becoming members of COHA using the link
to the membership form. The cost is not great; the support is
important to COHA; and membership insures continued receipt of
forthcoming issues of Forum. We welcome requests to link our
website to others which explore oral history.

The Canadian Oral History Association agreed to present a
two-day workshop for interested members of the Archivies
Association of Ontario early in 2004. Tailored to the needs of the
participants in the Toronto area, the workshop covered
methodology and equipment, techniques and storage, benefits and
challenges. COHA is pleased to formulate workshops for groups
and welcomes inquiries through the website.

It continues to be a delight to work with the many historians
who value oral history and develop its uses. As this issue of Forum
demonstrates, historians from coast to coast are hard at work. With
our geographical distances and our diverse disciplines, our
disparate interests and our wide ranging backgrounds, oral
historians have much to offer one another and the communities in
which we practice.



Many Stories, Many Voices:
Aboriginal Oral History in Northern Manitoba

Peter Geller

For the past six years I have been living and working in
northern Manitoba, teaching in the college and university
environment. The majority of students are Aboriginal, and the
majority of the courses I teach are in the area of Aboriginal Studies.!
As a non-Aboriginal “newcomer” to the north, I am keenly aware
of the need for my approach and my work to be relevant to students
and to the larger community. Education, however, has not often
served the people of the north very well. It has often been a tool of
and agent for assimilationist practices by church and state.! The
residential school era — which saw thousands of Aboriginal children
taken from family and community to learn western ways and
values in an alien setting — began in the late nineteenth century and
continued on into the 1960s. The effects are still being felt today.
“Education,” then, has been a force of fragmentation and
dislocation for many individuals, families and communities.

Yet as a historian, 1 was also knowledgeable about the
practice of oral history. 1 knew of the contesting views of the place
of oral sources within the writing and interpretation of the past; 1
knew of the power of oral history to voice the experiences and the
historical understanding of those who did not often have a place
within the conventional, academically oriented written histories. As
1 taught in the field of Aboriginal Studies, I also become
increasingly aware of the place of oral traditions within Aboriginal
knowledge structures and ways of knowing. In this sense, oral
traditions, as an indigenous system of education, provided another
way to view the production and transmission of knowledge !







