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The late Clara Pratt (née Anderson) and daughters Marji (14 months), Rose
(4 years), and Bernelda (6 years) on the family farm at George Gordon'’s reserve,
Saskatchewan, in the summer of 1943. At the time this photograph was taken, Clara’s
husband Colin Pratt was serving overseas as a Sapper with the Royal Canadian
Engineers and her eldest son Hector had just left for Europe with the Regina Rifle
Regiment.

Photo: Clara Pratt (in possession of Winona Stevenson, her granddaughter)

Clara Pratt (née Anderson) et ses trois filles, sur la réserve George Gordon en
Saskatchewan, a I’été 1943. Au moment de la prise de la photo, le mari et le fils ainé
de Clara Pratt faisaient partie des forces armées canadiennes en Europe.
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Abstracts/Résumés

Winona STEVENSON - Calling Badger and the Symbols of the Spirit
Language
his brief article presents an analysis of the Cree and Western
versions of the origin of the Cree syllabic system. It also provides
historical background for the use of Cree syllabics in this volume.
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Ce bref article établit un contraste entre la vision des Cree et celle des
civilisations occidentales concernant I'origine du systéme d’écriture
syllabique. L'’article présente aussi de l'information historique justifiant
I'usage de I'écriture syllabique Cree dans ce volume.

Angela CAVENDER WILSON - Walking into the Future: Dakota Oral
Tradition and the Shaping of Historical Consciousness

Historical consciousness is shaped in myriad ways within various
cultures. This essay will explore the axial role played by oral tradition in
Dakota culture in developing an understanding of the past, and its
relationship to the present and future, through the examination of
excerpts from stories relayed by Eli Taylor, a Wahpetunwan Dakota
elder from the Sioux Valley Reserve in Manitoba. In 1992 some of his
stories were recorded, at his request, to help preserve those he was
concerned might be forgotten. While the accounts he relayed were
historical by Dakota standards, they differed in nature from those
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considered ‘historical’ by academics. Because of this variation in
conceptions of what constitutes history, formmlation of historical
consciousness is also necessarily different, with issues of identity and
sense of self at the core. Significantly, it is this deeply rooted investment
in, and relationship to, the past which plays a pivotal role in deﬁmng

what being a Dakota means today.

La conscience historique peut prendre d’innombrables modes
d’expression dans diverses cultures. Cet article fera ressortir le rdle
primordial joué par la tradition orale dans la culture Dakota. On
explorera les récits d'Eli Taylor, un ancien de la communaute
Wahpetunwan Dakota de la réserve Sioux Valley au Manitoba, afin de
comprendre le rapport entre les traditions orales du passé et la vie
présente et & venir. Les récits de ce demier ont été enregistrés en 1992
afin de préserver ceux qui risquaient de tomber dans l'oubli. Son
témoignage démontre comment l'histoire, telle que congue par le peuple
Dakota, differe du champ de recherche tel que les historiens le
congoivent. Cette divergence affecte nécessairement la fagon dont
I'identité sera envisagée dans la conscience historique d'un peuple. Pour
les Dakota, les liens entre le passé et le présent sont profondément ancrés
dans la mentalit¢é du peuple et permettent aux membres de Ia
communauté de se définir aujourd’hui.

Rob INNES - Oral History Methods in Native Studies: Saskatchewan
Aboriginal World War Two Veterans

The lack of documented accounts of Saskatchewan Aboriginal
World War Two veterans’ view of their post-war experiences requires the
use of oral history to fill in the gaps. Within the discipline of Native
Studies the use of oral history is not only considered a valid method, it is
a vital source in reconstructing Aboriginal history. When working with
Aboriginal veteran elders, however, it became clear that conventional
oral history methods are problematic. This paper will demonstrate that
when working with Aboriginal Elders, the most effective interview
method is one that allows the interviewee to lead the interview process.
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En I'absence de documents écrits concernant les expériences
d’apres-guerre chez les vétérans autochtones de la Saskatchewan, on doit
avoir recours a I'histoire orale pour combler les lacunes. Dans les Etudes
autochtones en général, 'usage des sources orales n'est pas seulement
considéré valide au point de vue méthodologique : c'est une source
essentielle dans la reconstruction de I'histoire. Par contre, en travaillant
auprés des vétérans autochtones, les méthodes conventionnelles de
I'histoire orale se sont avérées problématiques. Cet article démontrera
que dans ce demnier cas, la méthode d’entrevue la plus efficace est celle
ou I'on accorde aux sujets la liberté de mener eux-mémes le processus.

Nicole ST-ONGE - Memories of Metis Women of Saint-Eustache,
Manitoba, (1910-1980)

From 1992 to 1995 an oral history project was conducted in Saint-
Eustache Manitoba with the aim of securing the life histories of long
time residents. The purpose of the project was to elucidate the ethnic,
social and economic forces that shaped this dual (French Canadian and
Metis) population. In the last three quarters of the century, the
respondents experienced profound transformations in all aspects of their
lives. Rural society, and the people who inhabit it, were fundamentally
altered. Special emphasis was given in the interviews to documenting the
changes in labour possibilities, conditions and relations for the
employers (farmers and market gardeners), and the salaried (domestic
and farm workers) between 1910 and 1980. The article below

specifically examines the St-Eustache recordings containing narratives of
Metis women respondents. It focuses on their memories of the farm
economy they operated within and analyses their perceptions of the







