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Apologia

Due to a printing error, Volume 10, 1991 should
have read Volume 10, 1990. In addition, the title
Oral Historyand Ethnicity onthe cover of Volume 10
should not have appeared.

Notes for Contributors

Manuscripts should be addressed to Editor, Canadian Oral History Journal, Department of History, Saint Mary’s
University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, B3H 3C3. Please submit two copies of each contribution. All text,
including quotations and footnotes, should be double-spaced with generous margins. Footnotes should be
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conform to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (3rd ed. New York, Modern Languages Association
of America, 1988). The editorial staff welcomes electronic copy on computer diskettes. Inall cases, though, please
submit two printed copies of manuscripts along with electronic copy. Contributions should be forwarded to:
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Scotia, Canada, B3H 3C3. Telephone: (902) 420-5756 Fax: (902) 420-5561.
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Editor’'s Note/Note du rédacteur

This issue of the Canadian Oral History Association Journal has incorporated a number of changes in the
format of the journal including a cover photograph and a Letters to the Editor section which will be called
Dialogue/Le Dialogue and will include letters that outline projects, insights, or research needs.

Volume 11 has followed a thematic format and this issue concentrates on oral history and women. In
addition, ]. Létourneau contributes an article on the famous 1949 strike in Asbestos and Thetford Mines and its
place in the memories and the history of Québéc.

The concentration on the women of the Coady Institute in Nova Scotia, women in Africa, and women’s
work during World War II emphasizes the importance of oral history in areas of research that are often
neglected due to lack of documentation or the feeling by previous scholars that such research was irrelevant.
These are areas that can be opened up to new investigations by oral research.

The work on the Coady Institute by MacLean and the war factories by Osborne investigate areas where
documentation is exceptionally scarce. The article on African women makes the valid observation that
anthropologists and historians must rethink their research methods. Traditionally, both have gathered the
community elders in a group to collect oral tradition. These elders have normally been male and it has only
been in the recent past that women have been consulted by researchers using oral testimony.

Thefinal article in this issue includes a close analysis of relationships, specifically the marriage relationship
as it was understood and practised by women now in their 70s and 80s. In this period of societal violence and
sexual abuse, Grant tries to measure with some preciseness the various aspects of a marital relationship decades
ago. How did marriage work and why did it work that way? What were the cultural pressures and expectations
that a husband and wife brought to this relationship? In alongitudinal sense, what changes occurred through
time as expectations of one generation were and are very different from the next generation.

All of the articles reinforce the point, if it needs reinforcement any longer ,that the methodology and
technique of oral research when done well provides valuable sources of information about the study of women,
of children, of labour, or of any group that the documents in the library have excluded. Thus history becomes
inclusive rather than exclusive.

1992 also marks the year during which the Canadian Oral History Association will undertake a National
Inventory of Oral History Holdings in Canada. If you have information on various collections that can be used
by researchers please let me know.

James H. Morrison
Editor

The next volume of the journal, Vol. 12, 1992, will follow the theme of Teaching and Oral History.
Contributions in the form of articles would be greatly appreciated.




Dialogue/Le Dialogue

Dear Editor:

In response to your “note to subscribers”, COHA
appears to bea forummore for theoretical and academic
workers. The current issue (Volume 10) caters for this
sector and the requirements for submission of articles
(page 2) definitely focus on learned papers as against
the more general interest fare.

Methodology is something that has tobelearned by
practice. As thefounder of the Petroleum Industry Oral
History Projectin 1980, I have stumbled along, learning
all the way. Iam still improving on techniques. There
is a far more important aspect to oral history —empathy,
rather than clinical, surgical dissection. This is brought
outin Diana Fancher’s work on the Junction (Vol. 10),an
area that I know from childhood. Both the interviewer
and theinformantmust haveaheart-to-heartdiscussion
before the machine is turned on.

Your questions about Canadian content is
unimportant. What is important s to foster oral history
in Canada.

Your final question is a challenge for you as Editor.
If the Journal is only going to appear annually, it won't
have the immediacy and timeliness of other methods of
communication.

Your biggest problem s trying to make the various
governments understand the critical importance of oral
history. In my case, many of the old-time roughnecks
and drillers are dying off. There has been virtually no
support from Government. The Petroleum Industry
Oral History Project went through a two-year funded
program, 1983-85, but the results were on balance
quantity but not quality.

You, as Editor, will have to create interest across the
country. Thereis toomuchtechnical attention to creation
of oral history and who should be the custodians. The
tapes belong to everybody, and if there is more popular
understanding of this, they will provide a much more
essential function to our past history. The Glenbow
Museum furnishes an ideal repository for the tapes.
There is no reason why other organizations cannot be
repositories. It is just a question of organization.

Aubrey Kerr
Calgary

Dear Editor:

I'am taking this opportunity of responding to your
request for feedback from Journal subscribers. To
~ overcome stagnation, and to discover a more functional
path, I welcome this opportunity of commenting on the
future of this publication.

By training I am essentially an ethnographer who
spend the first 16 working years with government. In
1979, 1 took the road less travelled by and became a
consultant, photographer, writer, cross—cultural tour
leader, and host. Presently I am updating one of my
books for the Canadian Museum of Civilization:
Traditional Doukhobor Folkways Revisited. And apart
from that I am preparing for the 100th Anniversary of
Doukhobors in Canada which is to be celebrated
nationally in the mid—1990s.

I am mentioning my personal experience, because
much of it, in relation to minority groups, involves
doing oral history/ethnography. Besides my
anthropological training, I have learned much from
others along the way, including ideas from journals like
your own, or the Society of Applied Anthropology, and
the Canadian Folklore Studies Association. Inaddition,
I have attended conferences by these and other
associations.

The COHA Journal is valuable in this wider context
of things, a process that prevents us from becoming too
insular. In order to make this publication morerelevant
and dynamic, I would suggest the following:

1. Include some photographs to enhance our visual
senses and in the process to encourage us to use
well our senses of seeing, hearing, feeling,
smelling, and tasting.

2. Introduce a substantial Professional Exchange
section that would serve as a sharing of
experiences by the membership. Things like:
what exciting projects am I involved in and a
description of the innovation or uniqueness of
the research process; requests for professional
assistance; how I used my senses creatively in
my work; evaluative and critical comments
about ongoing papers and book reviews; and
challenging ideas to think about.

3. Introduce another section on Oral History and
Ethnography in the Global Context. Tie this in to
the fact that we are all rapidly approaching the
21stCentury. Stimulate people to evaluateand
orient their present habits to fit thenextcentury.
Leaveno stones unturned. Prepare for thenew
era.

Do you think that these three sections, presented in
perestroika fashion, would disorient the membership
enough to stimulate them to leave their lethargic or
stagnant state to one that is more active and
participatory?

Koozma J. Tarasoff
Ottawa







