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Editor’s Note/Note du rédacteur

Retrospective and new directions are both between the covers of this volume of the Canadian Oral History
Association Journal. Wilma MacDonald'’s article traces the origins of the Oral History Programmes in Canada,
Britain, and the United States, Joanne Watson outlines the oral history and folklore resources of the Public Archives
of Nova Scotia, and Diana Fancher reflects on the reality of using oral history in research. In addition, an enlarged
book review section has been included and a new section on International oral research, in this case the medieval
sagas of Iceland analyzed by Margaret Harry. Finally, abstracts of the major articles have been included in both
English and French.

Continuing in the vein of new directions, the Canadian Oral History Association will meet at Osgoode Hall in
Toronto on May 34, 1991 and address the theme of Oral History in the 1990s. Oral research has become prevalent
in many fields and is utilized at virtually every level of the education system. There are courses taught now in the
use of oral history and oral tradition. With such widespread usage of the methodology and a broad spectrum of
users, the Associationisaskingitself a typical Canadian question for the 1990s, especially in the wake of our national
political situation, “Where do we go from here?” In my position as editor of the Journal, this question also arises.
Is there a place for a “sovereign” journal of this nature with or without an "association"? Oral research is multi-
disciplinary and attracts a host of users from many fields. The journal attempts to serve this broad constituency.
How successful this attempt has been is a question only the reader can answer.

Let us know your comments, criticisms, and ideas about our new directions.

James H. Morrison
Editor
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Diana Fancher
Oral History: The Research Reality

This article documents an emotional, insightful and
extremely functional sense of the problems currently
inhibiting oral history research in Canada. The article
uses an anecdotal approach to describe the research
experience, amplifying where necessary to emphasize
and illustrate the problems of collection, storage of
information, and intellectual exchange of significant
data. Thelamentisnotall negative and the author uses
the insights created in the descriptions to suggest
possible avenuesand, perhaps even moresignificantly,
poses new values for the outcomes of oral history
research. The author concludes with the plea that such
material asalready exists must be mademoreaccessible
toresearchers and the publicina way thatit can be used
effectively.

Abstracts / Les Extraits

L'histoire orale: 1a réalité de la recherche

Cet article fournit des documents concernant les
difficultés que rencontrent les chercheurs canadiens
dans le domaine de I'histoire oral. L’auteure se sert
d'uneméthodeanecdotale pour décrive cetteexpérience,
et se penche tout particuliérement sur les problemes cu
rassemblement et de la conservation du matériel, aussi
bienquesurcelui del’échange desdonnéesimportantes.
Mais le récit a aussi un c6té positif: I'auteure se sert des
idées qui se dégagent des anecdotes pour suggérer des
voies nouvelles et, qui plus est, des valeurs nouvelles
pour I'histoire orale. En guise de conclusion I'auteure
recommande que tout le matériel connu soit mis a la
disposition non seulement des chercheurs mais aussi
du grand public.

Diane Fancher is a Ph.D. candidate in Sociology at York University, Toronto.

Wilma MacDonald

Origins: Oral History Programmes in
Canada, Britain and the United States

The historiography of oral history is a relatively new
phenomenon and thereforeanappreciation of the origin
of oral history in the United States, Britain and Canada
is vital. This article compares the developments in
these three areas and traces the differing roles played
by archives, academic and public institutions. In
addition, oral history organizations sprang up in the
United States (1967), Britain (1972), Canada (1974) and
provided the necessary linkages for practitioners of
oral history to exchange information. Issues of
copyright, the needs of users and the high cost of public
access to oral history are noted and the author suggests
that the creators may be more suitable institutions tobe
keepers of this media type.

Lesorigines:les programmes d’histoire orale
au Canada, en Grande-Bretagne et aux
Etats-unis

L’historiographie de I'histoire orale est un phénomene
plutdt récent. Par conséquent, une appréciation de ses
origines aux Etats-unis, en Grande-Bretagne et au
Canada estd"uneimportance vitale. Cetarticlecompare
les développements dans ces trois régions et retrace les
roles différents que jouent les archives et d’autres
institutions tant universitaires que publiques. De
surcrdit, des sociétés pour I'étude de I'histoire orale ont
été fondées aux Etats-unis (1967), en Grande-Bretagne
(1972), et au Canada (1974). Ces sociétés ont servi de
bureau central aux spécialistes de 1'histoire orale. Des
problémes tels que les droits d’auteur, les besoins des
usagers et le prix élevé de 'accessibilité sont notés et
l'auteur de faire remarquer que les practiciens de
I'histoire orale en servaient ses meilleurs gardiens.

Wilma MacDonald works in the Manuscript Division of the National Archives of Canada, Ottawa.







